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Safe System Assessments
A Safe System Approach
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Safe System Matrix
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Road User

• Are road users likely to be alert and compliant? Are there factors that might influence 

this? 

• What are the expected compliance and enforcement levels (alcohol/drugs, speed, road 

rules, and driving hours)? What is the likelihood of driver fatigue? Can enforcement of 

these issues be conducted safety? 

• Are there special road uses (e.g. entertainment precincts, elderly, children, on-road 

activities, motorcyclist route), distraction by environmental factors (e.g. commerce, 

tourism), or risk-taking behaviours?
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Vehicles

• What level of alignment is there with the ideal of safer vehicles? 

• Are there factors which might attract large numbers of unsafe vehicles? Is the percentage of heavy 

vehicles too high for the proposed/existing road design? Is this route used by recreational motorcyclists? 

• Are there enforcement resources in the area to detect non-roadworthy, overloaded or unregistered vehicles 

and thus remove them from the network? Can enforcement of these issues be conducted safety? 

• Has vehicle breakdown been catered for?

• Have advanced vehicle features been considered? 
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Post-crash care

• Are there issues that might influence safe and efficient post-crash care in the event of a 

severe injury (e.g. congestion, access stopping space)? 

• Do emergency and medical services operate as efficiently and rapidly as possible? 

• Are other road users and emergency response teams protected during a crash event? 

Are drivers provided the correct information to address travelling speeds on the 

approach and adjacent to the incident? Is there reliable information available via radio, 

VMS etc. 
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Better Alignment with the Safe System
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