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[bookmark: _Toc134517061][bookmark: _Toc148520740][bookmark: _Toc149574680]Scope
[bookmark: _Toc514678946][bookmark: _Toc886733][bookmark: _Toc886732]Austroads Technical Specification ATS 1160 sets out the Contractor’s obligations in regard to Work Health and Safety (WHS) for the work under the Contract. It applies to contracts where the Contractor is appointed to be the principal contractor for a construction project (as defined in the WHS Law).
[bookmark: _Toc134517062][bookmark: _Toc148520741][bookmark: _Toc149574681]Referenced Documents
The following documents are referenced in this Specification:
Australian/New Zealand Standards
AS/NZS ISO 45001	Occupational Health and Safety Management Systems
[bookmark: _Toc514678947][bookmark: _Toc886734]This Specification also references legislation and subordinate legislation which is published in each jurisdiction.
[bookmark: _Toc134517063][bookmark: _Toc148520742][bookmark: _Toc149574682]Definitions
The following definitions apply to this Specification, as applicable in the jurisdiction where the Works are being constructed.
	Code of Practice
	A Code of Practice published by the WHS Regulator applicable to the work under Contract. If no applicable Code of Practice is published by the WHS Regulator, the model Codes of Practice published by Safe Work Australia apply.

	Heavy Vehicle National Law 
	The Heavy Vehicle National Law (where applicable) enacted in the jurisdiction where the work under Contract is being carried out and listed in Annexure C.

	WHS Law
	The WHS legislation, regulations and Codes of Practice applicable in the jurisdiction where the work is being carried out.

	WHS Regulations
	The regulations issue pursuant to the WHS legislation applicable to the work under Contract and listed in Annexure B.

	WHS Regulator
	[bookmark: _Hlk129333539]The government agency listed in Annexure B with the authority to administer the WHS laws applicable to the work under Contract.


[bookmark: _Toc74148885][bookmark: _Ref9599800]Note: A list of the Australian WHS Legislation and WHS Regulations is included in Annexure B.
‘Occupational Health and Safety’ has the same meaning as ‘Work Health and Safety’.
Terms defined in the WHS Law have the same meaning in this Specification and are identified by the use of italic font.
[bookmark: _Toc134517064][bookmark: _Toc148520743][bookmark: _Toc149574683]The Contractor’s WHS Obligations
The Contractor:
is appointed as the principal contractor; and
must discharge the duties of a principal contractor as required by the WHS Law.
[bookmark: _Ref16595278][bookmark: _Toc47437429][bookmark: _Toc74148886][bookmark: _Toc134517065][bookmark: _Toc148520744][bookmark: _Toc149574684][bookmark: _Toc29489164][bookmark: _Ref55460709][bookmark: _Ref55470685][bookmark: _Toc1138829][bookmark: _Toc9850016][bookmark: _Hlk9434043]Safety Management System
[bookmark: _Ref134451949][bookmark: _Ref24712535][bookmark: _Hlk129263327]The Contractor must plan, implement and comply with a safety management system which meets the requirements of AS/NZS ISO 45001.
[bookmark: _Hlk16405106][bookmark: _Hlk132716264]Unless specified otherwise in the Contract documents, the Contractor must be certified to AS/NZS ISO 45001 by an organisation which is accredited by the Joint Accreditation System of Australia and New Zealand (JAS-ANZ).
Notwithstanding AS/NZS ISO 45001, all procedures required for operation of the safety management system to comply with this Specification must be documented.
Where appropriate, procedures, plans, instructions and other documentation necessary for compliance with Clause 5.1 and the WHS Regulations must be cross referenced or included in the WHS Management Plan (refer Clause 6). If requested by the Principal, copies of this documentation must be submitted with the WHS Management Plan.
[bookmark: _Ref132788625][bookmark: _Ref132896249][bookmark: _Toc134517066][bookmark: _Toc148520745][bookmark: _Toc149574685][bookmark: _Ref64376448][bookmark: _Toc74148897][bookmark: _Toc89333511][bookmark: _Ref15469889][bookmark: _Hlk9598492]WHS Management Plan 
[bookmark: _Ref71118916]Further to the requirements of Section 309 of the WHS Regulations, the Contractor must develop, implement, and comply with a project specific WHS Management Plan which details the processes and procedures to safely manage the work under the Contract. At a minimum, the WHS Management Plan must include (in addition to that specified in the WHS Regulations):
1. an overview of the work under the Contract; such as, contract name, location, scope and expected duration;
a site layout plan (covering temporary accommodation, storage, pedestrian and vehicular routes, plant location, and emergency procedures);
the site access requirements for personnel, subcontractors, and visitors;
procedures for site induction, including induction of short-term workers and visitors;
procedures for the assessment and management of subcontractors;
references to the relevant Safe Work Method Statements and other safety procedures or instructions applicable to the work;
references to the applicable sections of the Quality Plan and Traffic Management Plan (where applicable);
reference to the emergency management procedures; and
a WHS Audit Schedule as relevant to the work under the contract.
[bookmark: _Ref129350078]Subject to Clause 6.3, the Contractor must submit a copy of the WHS Management Plan to the Principal.
	[bookmark: _Hlk132797294]HOLD POINT 1

	Process Held
	Commencement of work on Site.

	Submission Details
	The WHS Management Plan must be submitted to the Principal at least 10 working days prior to the commencement of work on the site.


[bookmark: _Ref129349479]Where a Safe Work Method Statement or other safety procedure, instruction or plan is only applicable to a part of the work under the Contract, submission of that documentation is not required until at least 10 working days prior to the commencement of that part of the work under the Contract. Hold Point 1 will then apply in respect of that part of the work under the Contract.
Further to the requirements of Section 311 of the WHS Regulations, the Contractor must review and where required, revise the WHS Management Plan:
1. at intervals not exceeding 3 months;
1. if there are changes to the work that would affect safety management;
1. if a non-compliance from compliance auditing has identified deficiencies in the Plan;
1. if there is a change of senior site personnel; and
1. additional hazards and/or risks not covered in the Plan or Project WHS Risk Register are identified.
If the WHS Management Plan has been updated, it must be submitted to the Principal and Hold Point 1 will reapply in respect of the updated part of the WHS Management Plan.
[bookmark: _Toc133832967][bookmark: _Toc134517067][bookmark: _Toc148520746][bookmark: _Toc149574686][bookmark: _Ref55484616]Safety in Design of Construction Work 
[bookmark: _Ref133834186]Where the design of a structure or a part of a structure forms part of the work under the Contract, the Contractor must ensure the designer complies with Section 295 of the WHS Regulations and the Code of Practice for the Safe design of structures.
[bookmark: _Toc134517068][bookmark: _Toc148520747][bookmark: _Toc149574687]Hazardous Chemicals and Asbestos
If the Principal is aware of any material containing hazardous chemicals or asbestos at the Site prior to the award of the Contract, all relevant information known to the Principal will be provided to the Contractor.
If asbestos is present at the Site, the Contractor must submit a copy of the asbestos management plan to the Principal with the WHS Management Plan in accordance with Clause 6.2.
[bookmark: _Ref133832152]Where an unexpected find of a hazardous chemical or asbestos containing material is identified during work under the Contract, the Contractor must:
1. immediately report the occurrence to the Principal and to the WHS Regulator;
conduct a risk assessment to evaluate the health and safety risks;
if necessary, immediately implement measures to protect all persons from exposure to the hazardous chemical or asbestos, which may include:
prohibit entry to the affected areas and isolate the area by establishing an exclusion zone;
prohibit entry near the affected area where there is visible dust from the affected area;
provide personal protective equipment to workers where there is a risk of airborne exposure;
suppress all visible dust clouds by wetting down the affected area; and
as soon as practical, advise all workers of the presence of the hazardous chemical or asbestos and the control measures which will be implemented.
[bookmark: _Ref70434825][bookmark: _Toc74148915][bookmark: _Toc134517069][bookmark: _Toc148520748][bookmark: _Toc149574688]Surveillance and Auditing
[bookmark: _Ref133832318]The Contractor must submit to the Principal a copy of all reports of internal audits and other performance evaluation carried out in accordance with Section 9 of AS/NZS ISO 45001.
The Principal may carry out audits and/or surveillance at any time for the purpose of assessing compliance with this Specification.
The Contractor must comply with all reasonable requests to facilitate the audit and surveillance and provide the necessary access to any persons, sites and relevant documents/information (including those of subcontractors and suppliers).
The Principal may view and make copies of any documents which are considered to be relevant to providing the Principal with assurance that WHS is being managed satisfactorily, and photographic or video records may be taken by the Principal to support its surveillance and verification activities.
If a non-conformance is identified by audit or surveillance, that non-conformance must be managed in accordance with the Contractor’s Quality Management System and Safety Management System.
[bookmark: _Toc134517070][bookmark: _Toc148520749][bookmark: _Toc149574689]WHS Records and Performance Reporting
[bookmark: _Ref55459621]The Contractor must:
1. produce all WHS records necessary to demonstrate compliance with this Specification; and
1. retain those records for the time period required by statue (and in no case less than 5 years) and make those records available to the Principal upon request, subject to any relevant confidentiality provisions under the WHS Law.
At a minimum, the WHS records include:
1. any prosecutions, improvement notices or other regulatory notices;
details of any compensable injuries sustained by workers associated with work under the Contract; 
drug and alcohol testing records;
training records including inductions, licences and permits;
where applicable, the safe design report including any updated revisions;
change management associated with the safe design report;
plant and equipment inspections, testing and maintenance records;
incident investigation reports and associated evidence;
health and safety inspections or inspections conducted by the WHS Regulator;
any WHS non-conformances associated with work under the Contract;
procedures referenced in the Plan and applicable appendices (electronic acceptable); and
procedures referenced in the Project WHS Risk Register (electronic acceptable).
[bookmark: _Ref133832399]The Contractor must prepare a Safety Performance Report and submit the report to the Principal each month, including a comparison against the performance data in each preceding month. The format and content of the form may be specified in the Contract documents. At a minimum, the report must include:
1. Number of Lost Time Injuries (LTI) and details and status of those injuries
1. Number of Working Days Lost Due to Injury
1. Number of Medical Treatment Injuries (MTI)
1. Number of First Aid/Minor Injuries (FAI)
1. Number of Hazards Reported
1. Number of Near Misses Reported
1. Number of Open Significant Incidents Reported
1. Number of Notifiable Incidents Reported
1. Total Hours Worked
1. Lost Time Injury Frequency Rate (LTIFR) ((LTI) × 1,000,000 ∕ Number of Hours Worked)
1. Medical Treatment Injury Frequency Rate (MTIFR) ((MTI) × 1,000,000 ∕ Number of Hours Worked)
1. Total Recordable Injury Frequency Rate (TRIFR) ((LTI + MTI) × 1,000,000 ∕ Number of Hours Worked).
At each site meeting, or upon request from the Principal, the Contractor must report on:
1. the status of WHS incident investigations, WHS Regulatory Notices, and corrective actions;
learnings from WHS inspections, audits, or assessments;
learnings and outcomes from incident investigations;
progress of the WHS audit schedule; and
changes to the WHS risk register.
[bookmark: _Ref132957045][bookmark: _Toc134517071][bookmark: _Toc148520750][bookmark: _Toc149574690]Incident Reporting and Investigation
[bookmark: _Toc134517072][bookmark: _Toc148520751][bookmark: _Toc149574691]General
For the purpose of this Clause 11, a ‘non-notifiable incident’ is an incident which:
1. had a moderate (or higher) potential to be notifiable incident (this may be referred to as a ‘near miss’); or
1. resulted in an any injury requiring treatment from a qualified medical practitioner, not otherwise defined as a notifiable incident.
The format of the incident report or investigation report may be specified in the Contract documents.
[bookmark: _Toc134517073][bookmark: _Toc148520752][bookmark: _Toc149574692]Notifiable Incidents
[bookmark: _Ref133832734][bookmark: _Hlk132957112]If a notifiable incident occurs, the Contractor must:
1. after informing the WHS Regulator, immediately inform the Principal;
1. [bookmark: _Hlk132959551]within 24 hours, provide an incident report to the Principal, including confirmation that the WHS Regulator has been notified; and
1. within 24 hours, notify the Principal of any notices issued by the WHS Regulator, including any Improvement, Prohibition, Expiation, or Non-Disturbance Notices.
[bookmark: _Ref133832768]Within 3 working days of a notifiable incident occurring the Contractor must submit to the Principal either:
1. a Preliminary Investigation Report detailing the event, immediate actions and methodologies to eliminate the risk, and the actions required to finalise the investigation; or
a Final Investigation Report containing details of the incident, information gathered, any direction or requirements imposed by the WHS Regulator, analysis undertaken, identification of the underlying causes, and corrective action(s) to prevent a recurrence. The report must state the person responsible for completing the corrective action(s) and the planned close out date(s).
Where a Preliminary Investigation Report has been submitted, the Contractor must provide the Final Report within 20 working days of the incident, unless otherwise agreed with the Principal.
[bookmark: _Hlk134453529]If an incident which the Principal considers to be a notifiable incident has taken place at the Site, and the Contractor has notified the WHS Regulator, the Principal may report the incident directly to the regulator, but only after advising the Contractor of the intention to do so.
[bookmark: _Toc134517074][bookmark: _Toc148520753][bookmark: _Toc149574693]Non-Notifiable Incidents
If a non-notifiable incident occurs, the Contractor must:
1. within 24 hours, provide an Incident Report to the Principal; and 
1. as soon as practicable, undertake an investigation proportionate to the severity (or potential severity) of the consequences of the incident.
[bookmark: _Ref133832788]Within 3 working days of a non-notifiable incident occurring, the Contractor must submit to the Principal either:
1. a Preliminary Investigation Report outlining the cause and actions taken to eliminate or minimise the risk, and the actions required to finalise the investigation; or
a Final Investigation Report, giving full details of the incident, including results of investigations into its cause and any recommendations or strategies for prevention in the future.
Where a Preliminary Investigation Report has been submitted, the Contractor must provide the Final Report within 20 working days of the incident, unless otherwise agreed with the Principal.
[bookmark: _Ref132796484][bookmark: _Toc134517075][bookmark: _Toc148520754][bookmark: _Toc149574694]Heavy Vehicle National Law – Chain of Responsibility
[bookmark: _Toc134517076][bookmark: _Toc148520755][bookmark: _Toc149574695]General
This Clause 12 only applies in jurisdictions where the Heavy Vehicle National Law has been enacted.
The Contractor must comply with the Heavy Vehicle National Law and subordinate regulations that govern the supply chain for the Works and for the bringing onto and removal from the Site of items requiring transport services.
[bookmark: _Toc134517077][bookmark: _Toc148520756][bookmark: _Toc149574696]Heavy Vehicle Chain of Responsibility Management Plan
The Contractor must develop and implement a Heavy Vehicle Chain of Responsibility (HVCoR) Management Plan that must, as a minimum, cover the following elements:
1. Organisation chart showing the team structure, relevant personnel and their respective responsibilities in relation to HVCoR.
1. Methods of communication of HVCoR requirements to project personnel, suppliers and subcontractors.
1. Methods of ensuring that suppliers and subcontractors understand their HVCoR obligations and have the appropriate systems in place to fulfil these obligations.
1. Approvals and permits from the relevant regulators and authorities and the process for obtaining them.
1. Management of compliance with the legislation, including safety systems and controls for the following:
1. governance, including provision of evidence that the Contractor, its suppliers and subcontractors have met its legal HVCoR obligations;
1. vehicle standards;
1. mass, dimension and loading;
1. speeding;
1. driver fatigue;
1. vehicle maintenance.
Hazard identification and risk analysis of the matters listed in item (e) above.
Resources management, including training requirements, for managing HVCoR processes and controls.
Safety metrics in relation to areas listed in item (e) above.
Reporting on incidents and contraventions in relation to HVCoR.
All applicable, relevant or necessary requirements in relation to the chain of responsibility provisions of the Heavy Vehicle National Law (NSW) and associated regulations for all aspects of the Works must be incorporated into the HVCoR Management Plan.
The HVCoR Management Plan may form part of the WHS Management Plan.
The Contractor must review and where necessary revise the HVCoR Management Plan throughout the duration of the Contract, taking into account any changes in the Contract details, site conditions, legislation and requests or requirements of any authority.
[bookmark: _Ref133831329]At least 10 working days prior to commencing work on the Site, the Contractor must submit the HVCoR Management Plan to the Principal.
	HOLD POINT 2

	Process Held
	Commencement of work on Site.

	Submission Details
	The HVCoR Management Plan must be submitted to the Principal at least 10 working days prior to the commencement of work on the site.


[bookmark: _Toc134517078][bookmark: _Toc148520757][bookmark: _Toc149574697]Interventions
If the Principal reasonably considers that the work under the Contract is not being carried out safely or hazards are not being controlled effectively, the Principal may issue a Corrective Action Request and a Hold Point will then apply immediately.
[bookmark: _Hlk132961020]The Contractor must record a non-conformance in the quality/safety management system if:
1. the Principal issue a Corrective Action Request or directs the Contractor to suspend the progress of the whole or part of the work;
1. [bookmark: _Hlk132961062]the WHS Regulator issues a notice, order or summons to the Contractor or one of its subcontractors in connection with the WHS Law for the work under the Contract; or
[bookmark: _Hlk132961080]a Provisional Improvement Notice has been issued by a health and safety representative.
[bookmark: _Ref133832888]The Contractor must immediately notify the Principal of any notice issue by the WHS Regulator or a health and safety representative.
[bookmark: _Toc26182495][bookmark: _Toc74148916][bookmark: _Toc134517079][bookmark: _Toc148520758][bookmark: _Toc149574698][bookmark: _Hlk129329875]Annexure A:	Summary of Hold Points, Witness Points and Records
The following is a summary of the Witness Points/Hold Points that apply to this Specification and the Records that the Contractor must submit to the Principal to demonstrate compliance with this Specification.
	Clause
	Hold point
	Witness point
	Record

	6.2
	1. Commencement of work on Site 
	
	WHS Management Plan

	8.3
	
	
	Notification of an unexpected find of a hazardous chemical or asbestos

	9.1
	
	
	Internal audits and other performance evaluation

	10.3
	
	
	Safety Performance Report

	11.3
	
	
	Advice of notifiable incident and incident report

	11.4 and 11.8
	
	
	Preliminary Investigation Report and/or Final Investigation Report

	12.7
	2. Commencement of work on Site
	
	HVCoR Management Plan (where applicable)

	13.3
	
	
	Any notice issue by the WHS Regulator or a health and safety representative





[bookmark: _Toc134517080][bookmark: _Toc148520759][bookmark: _Toc149574699][bookmark: _Hlk132796663]Annexure B:	WHS Law and WHS Regulators
The WHS Law includes the legislation and regulations listed in Table B.1 and Table B.2 which are applicable in the jurisdiction where the work is being carried out.
The WHS Regulations include the regulations listed in Table B.2 which are applicable in the jurisdiction where the work is being carried out.
The WHS Regulator is the government agency listed in Table B.3 with the authority to administer the WHS Laws applicable to the work under Contract.
[bookmark: _Ref149208057]Table B.1
	Jurisdiction
	Enabling Legislation

	Queensland
	Work Health and Safety Act 2011 (Qld)

	New South Wales
	Work Health and Safety Act 2011 (NSW)

	Australian Capital Territory
	Work Health and Safety Act 2011 (ACT)

	Victoria
	Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004 (Vic)

	Tasmania
	Work Health and Safety Act 2012 (Tas)

	South Australia
	Work Health and Safety Act 2012 (SA)

	Western Australia
	Work Health and Safety Act 2020 (WA)

	Northern Territory
	Work Health and Safety (National Uniform Legislation) Act 2011 (NT)


[bookmark: _Ref149213903]Table B.2
	Jurisdiction
	WHS Regulations (1)

	Queensland
	Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011 (Qld)

	New South Wales
	Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011 (NSW)

	Australian Capital Territory
	Work Health and Safety Regulation 2011 (ACT)

	Victoria
	Occupational Health and Safety Regulations 2017 (Vic)

	Tasmania
	Work Health and Safety Regulations 2022 (Tas)

	South Australia
	Work Health and Safety Regulations 2012 (SA)

	Western Australia
	Work Health and Safety (General) Regulations 2022 (WA)

	Northern Territory
	Work Health and Safety (National Uniform Legislation) Regulations 2011 (NT)


Note: Other regulations may be issued pursuant to the legislation, but are not listed here, such as working in mines or for the transportation of dangerous goods.
[bookmark: _Ref149214128]

Table B.3
	Jurisdiction
	WHS Regulator

	Queensland
	Workplace Health and Safety Queensland

	New South Wales
	SafeWork NSW

	Australian Capital Territory
	WorkSafe ACT

	Victoria
	WorkSafe Victoria

	Tasmania
	WorkSafe Tasmania

	South Australia
	SafeWork SA

	Western Australia
	WorkSafe WA

	Northern Territory
	NT WorkSafe


[bookmark: _Toc134517081][bookmark: _Toc148520760][bookmark: _Toc149574700]Annexure C:	Heavy Vehicle National Law
The Heavy Vehicle National Law includes the legislation and regulations listed in Table C.1 which are applicable in the jurisdiction where the work is being carried out.
[bookmark: _Ref149215063]Table C.1
	Jurisdiction
	Enabling Legislation
	Regulations

	Queensland
	Heavy Vehicle National Law Act 2012 (Qld)
	Heavy Vehicle National Law Regulation 2014

	New South Wales
	Heavy Vehicle (Adoption of National Law) Act 2013
	Heavy Vehicle (Adoption of National Law) Regulation 2013

	Australian Capital Territory
	Heavy Vehicle National Law (ACT) Act 2013
	N/A

	Victoria
	Heavy Vehicle National Law Application Act 2013
	Heavy Vehicle National Law Application (Infringements) Regulations 2013

	Tasmania
	Heavy Vehicle National Law (Tasmania) Act 2013
	Heavy Vehicle National Law (Tasmania) Regulations 2014

	South Australia
	Heavy Vehicle National Law (South Australia) Act 2013
	Heavy Vehicle National Law (South Australia) (Expiation Fees) Regulations 2013
Heavy Vehicle National Law (South Australia) (Fees) Regulation 2013




[bookmark: _Toc134517082]Amendment Record
	Amendment no.
	Clauses amended
	Action
	Date

	-
	New specification
	New
	October 2023
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	Insertion of new clause
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	Old clauses removed
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